
Daniel Marion Walker
July 7, 1947 - December 23, 2025

Daniel Marion "Hillbilly" Walker, 78, of Charlotte, passed away following a
lengthy illness in Lombard, Illinois, where he had moved to live with his
daughter, Tina. 

 

Daniel was born in Charleston, West Virginia, in 1947, the son of Jessie
"Junior" Walker and Marilyn (Derek) Withrow. He earned the nickname
"Hillbilly" from his deep roots in the ridges and hollers of West Virginia-roots
he carried with pride throughout his life. 

 

In 1963, Daniel moved to Michigan with his family and settled in Charlotte. He
worked for many years at the Oldsmobile plants in Lansing. 

 

Daniel retired in 1988 and returned to his homestead in a holler near
Charleston, West Virginia, where he lived for many years. Later, he returned
to Charlotte to live with his son, Steve. As winters grew more challenging,
Daniel moved to McAllen, Texas, where he lived until Hurricane Hanna
destroyed his home. His son Steve and daughter Tina traveled to McAllen to
bring Daniel to Lombard, Illinois, where he lived with Tina until his passing. 

 

To those meeting him for the first time, Daniel often appeared to be the
stereotypical "tough biker"-long hair, rugged features, and a weathered
presence. And truth be told, he was tough. He lived a hard-working life and



carried a quiet strength shaped by perseverance, loyalty, and responsibility.
But that toughness was never mean-spirited. Beneath it was a deeply kind
man, quick to help anyone in need and fiercely protective of the people he
loved. Many who were initially unsure soon came to count him as a trusted
friend. 

 

One favorite family story comes from a visit to his daughter's home, where
Daniel stayed to watch his grandchildren. Some neighbors were uncertain
about the "rough-looking guy" who had arrived-but within days, Daniel had
organized a bicycle parade for his grandchildren and their friends, filling the
neighborhood with laughter. It was classic Hillbilly: he arrived looking tough
and left behind joy and connection. 

 

Daniel truly was a biker at heart. He was a long-time member of the Family
Motorcycle Club based in the Lansing area. When he wasn't riding, he was
often out and about, socializing and spending time with friends. His travels
became part of family legend, including a memorable trip to Maine, where he
planned to return to Charlotte with 200 lobsters to sell through his favorite
hangout, C.B.'s. True to his generous nature, his excitement got the better of
him, and he ended up giving most of them away instead. 

 

Above all, Daniel found his greatest happiness surrounded by family-
especially his grandchildren. He was often found with children nearby, both
family and friends alike, and through his steady presence, humor, and
generosity, he became "Dad" to many people of all ages. 

 

Daniel was married to Rose (Shidler) Bryde, divorced in 1984, with whom he
shared an important chapter of his life and family. 

 

Daniel is survived by his sons, Steve (Amy) Allarding, Steve (Elizabeth)
Walker, and Danny Walker; daughter, Tina (Erik) Jensen; 12 grandchildren; 17



great-grandchildren; brothers, Terry Withrow and Rick Withrow; sisters, Kelly
(Walker) Ellman, and Karen (Walker) Small; and stepsister, Janice Lee
Withrow. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Jesse "Junior" Walker and Marilyn
(Derek) Withrow; stepfather, Jewel Withrow; stepmother, Lorene Walker;
brother, Ken Withrow; and his beloved friend Angie "Ziggy" Ferguson, whom
he cherished as a daughter. 

 

Funeral services will be held for Daniel on Friday, January 2, 2026 at 2:00
p.m. at Pray Funeral Home in Charlotte, with the family receiving guests for
visitation from Noon to 2:00 p.m. Interment will follow at Hillside Cemetery in
Kalamo Township. Immediately following interment, there will be a luncheon at
American Legion in Charlotte. 

 

Later in the year, close family will gather to celebrate Daniel's life with a
summer gathering at the family pond in Eaton Rapids. Earlier in May an all-
welcomed motorcycle ride in his honor that will start and end at CB's Bar. 

 

Family and friends are encouraged to share remembrances and condolences
online in Daniel's Tribute Page at www.prayfuneral.com. The family is in the
care of Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI.



Cemetery Details

Hillside (Kalamo) Cemetery

1459 S. Ionia Rd
Vermontville, MI 49096

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 2. 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Pray Funeral Home
401 W. Seminary St.
Charlotte, MI 48813

Funeral

JAN 2. 2:00 PM (ET)

Pray Funeral Home
401 W. Seminary St.
Charlotte, MI 48813

Burial

JAN 2. 3:15 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

Hillside (Kalamo) Cemetery
1459 S. Ionia Rd
Vermontville, MI 49096





Tribute Wall

LD

Pray Funeral Home, Inc. - January 02 at 10:36 AM

Pray Funeral Home, Inc created a Webcast in memory of Daniel
Marion Walker

Pray Funeral Home, Inc. - December 31, 2025 at 11:18 AM

Pray Funeral Home, Inc created a Tribute Video in memory of
Daniel Marion Walker

Love, Karin & Dave - January 02 at 10:32 AM

Love, Karin & Dave planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Daniel Marion
Walker.





TJ

CP

January 02 at 10:32 AM

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family
of Daniel Marion Walker.

Tina Jensen - December 31, 2025 at 07:35 PM

597 files added to the album Dan Walker

Chris Kravas and Connie Paprocki - December 31, 2025 at
12:35 PM

Chris Kravas and Connie Paprocki purchased the
Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Daniel Marion Walker.

https://www.prayfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.prayfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.prayfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.prayfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


RW

RW

Pray Funeral Home, Inc. - December 31, 2025 at 11:12 AM

39 files added to the album LifeTributes

Rick & Terri Withrow - December 30, 2025 at 06:22 PM

Rick & Terri Withrow planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Daniel Marion
Walker.

Rick & Terri Withrow - December 30, 2025 at 06:22 PM

Rick & Terri Withrow purchased the Simply Elega
nt Spathiphyllum for the family of Daniel Marion
Walker.

https://www.prayfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.prayfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.prayfuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Chad & Carol Walker - December 26, 2025 at 11:25 AM

Chad & Carol Walker lit a candle in memory
of Daniel Marion Walker

Ricky Davids - December 24, 2025 at 10:47 PM

I remember Danny when I was young and he was a good guy I
knew tina and Stevie they live two doors from us

FS

Fred Swanson - December 25, 2025 at 12:27 PM

I can remember an occasion when Dan talked us into towing one of his
motorcycles down the street with our car to get it started, he always
treated us in the neighborhood great and we all respected Dan, he was
a good guy!

PA
Patra - December 25, 2025 at 03:20 PM

I'm so sorry for yalls loss, Dan was a good fellar

KG

Kimberly Geary - December 26, 2025 at 09:16 AM

I met Danny yrs ago at Eaton Place restaurant where my Mom and I
were having breakfast and we struck up a conversation. He ended up
paying our bill and we met later at cb's and made a lot of fun
memories. He was a great guy with a huge heart. He'll certainly be
missed.


