
John William "Bill" Franks
November 22, 1929 - March 14, 2020

John William "Bill" Franks, a guy who loved to tinker, died March 14, 2020 at
the age of 90. He was born November 22, 1929 in Fowlerville to Glen N. and
Vivian (Tucker) Franks. Bill grew up on a farm, learning lots about farming and
fixing things from his father. No stranger to hard work, Bill also loved to
remodel things and tinker on cars and everything on the farm, in addition to
working full-time at General Motors until his retirement in 1982. He was very
proud of the fact that he had travelled to all 50 states, and enjoyed spending
time at the family cottage on Chippewa Lake, as well as winters in Florida for
the past several years. A member of Center Eaton Church, and then First
Baptist Church, Bill donated lots of time to his churches to help with many
projects over the years. 

 

Bill is survived by his children, John (Sharon) Franks, Linda (Craig) Russell,
and Sue (Scott) Becker; 11 grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; and
siblings, Donald Franks, Alice Hildabridle, and Carl Franks. He was
predeceased by his wife, Dorotha in 2011; his parents; and siblings, Jim,
Ronald, Glenn, Walter, and Henry Franks, and Eileen Rathbun. 

 

Friends are encouraged to support Bill's family. Funeral services are
Thursday, March 19, 2020, 1:00 PM at Pray Funeral Home in Charlotte with
Pastor Duane Bauer officiating. Visitation is Wednesday, March 18, 5-8:00
PM. The funeral service will be webcast so you may watch it from any



computer, smartphone, or mobile device that has internet access. Go to www.
prayfuneral.com, click on Bill's tribute, and then click on Photos and Videos
from your computer (or Media from your smart phone). Just prior to the
beginning of the service, a link will appear on this page to watch the webcast.
If desired, the family suggests memorial contributions to the family so a
memorial bench can be purchased in his honor at Zephyrhills, Florida where
he wintered for many years. Friends and family are encouraged to share
memories of Bill on his Tribute Page at www.PrayFuneral.com. The family is in
the care of Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte.



Cemetery Details

Rose Hill Cemetery

301 Market Street
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 18. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Pray Funeral Home
401 W. Seminary St.
Charlotte, MI 48813

Funeral Ceremony

MAR 19. 1:00 PM (ET)

Pray Funeral Home
401 W. Seminary St.
Charlotte, MI 48813



Tribute Wall

PE

Pray Funeral Home, Inc. - March 19, 2020 at 12:39 PM

Pray Funeral Home, Inc created a Webcast in memory of John
William "Bill" Franks

Pray Funeral Home, Inc. - March 17, 2020 at 05:41 PM

Pray Funeral Home, Inc created a Tribute Video in memory of John
William "Bill" Franks

Peter Edick - April 08, 2020 at 10:40 PM

I remember your father and mother well and I know my parents
knew your parents with respects and appreciation. 
 
90 years was a wonderful amount of life to celebrate and hope you
cherish your memories with stories and pictures for years to come. 

  
Pete Edick



EB

Elaine Buffenbarger - March 19, 2020 at 06:56 PM

Sorry to hear of Bill's passing. He was a good friend. Condolence to
the family. I am sorry I was unable to attend his memorial service. I
did watch it on Webcast. It was a very nice service. 
 
Elaine Buffenbarger

Pray Funeral Home, Inc. - March 18, 2020 at 02:12 PM

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Pray Funeral Home, Inc. - March 17, 2020 at 05:42 PM

37 files added to the album LifeTributes



KB

NB

Kim Bower - March 16, 2020 at 06:45 PM

I was so lucky and honored to take care of John. He was an
amazing man and I will miss him so much. Fly high Johnboy!!! 
Kim Bower

Nathan Buxton - March 16, 2020 at 05:51 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album


